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SUBJECT: Skilak River Fire

On September 22, 2009 the Skilak River Fire was reported to the Kenai National Wildlife
Refuge. Due to the remote location of the fire, Fire Management was not able to fly the fire until
the following day. When the fire was flown, it was approximately 2 acres in size, burning in
down beetle killed spruce slash with a mixed hardwood spruce canopy on an isolated hill in the
Skilak River floodplain at the east end of Skilak Lake.

Due to the unique occurrence of this fire so late in the season, fire personnel hiked into
the fire on September 24, 2009 to place fire effects plots and monitor the fire behavior. Upon
their arrival, the fire had grown to 17 acres and an investigation determined the probable cause of
the fire to be a hunter’s campfire. The fire is not expected to burn off the hillside or threaten any
structures due to the water flow that occurs around the area.

The fire is visible from the Skilak Loop Road overlooks and trails. Smoke will be seen in
the area until natural weather conditions put the fire out. Refuge personnel will continue to
monitor the fire from aircraft and may return to the fire on foot to do more onsite data gathering.

For more information, contact the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge at (907) 262-7021.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both
a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship

of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. For more
information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov
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