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SUBJECT: Shantatalik Creek Fire July 8 afternoon update.

The Shantatalik Creek fire is burning on the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, north of
Tustumena Lake. Thefirewasignited by lightning on June 29", is estimated between
3,000 and 4,000 acres pending a mapping flight later in today. Fire behavior continues to
be moderate and most movement continues to the northeast, away from developed areas.
The fire has burned to some wetlands on the northern perimeter and is not currently
activeon that flank. Thefireis burning in a “limited” fire suppression area, and is being
managed to reduce hazardous accumulations of beetle-killed and other forest debris.
Today helicopters are working the western edge of the fire with water bucket drops.
Cooling the western edge of the fire will allow it to continue to burn to the east away
from developed areas.

Thefireis progressing well and should continue to burn to the east as long as current

weather patterns persist. Monitoring and mapping flights continue daily.



Questions should be referred to: Doug Staller, Kenai Refuge Deputy Refuge Manager:

260-2805.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with othersto conserve,
protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the
American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation,
known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated
professionals and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the

people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov
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